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•entrances from which the mountain takes its name. It is said
'to have been the site of funeral rites of the inhabitants. The
place is both impressive and interesting, and would well repay
more careful study than the superficial view which was all it
was possible for us to give it.
We decided to return to Las Palmas in the local coach, as we
had previously found travelling by this means both cheap and
quite comfortable. This time, however, our luck was otherwise.
The vehicle could have reasonably held eleven, but one pas-
senger after another joined it along the route, one newcomer
was constrained to find a seat on the pole, another stood on
the step, and so forth, till we numbered twenty, of all ages and
sexes. The day was hot, but the good-natured greeting, almost
welcome, which was given to each arrival by the original pas-
sengers made us hesitate to show the feelings which consumed
us. The sentiments of the horses are not recorded, but we
gathered that they were more analogous to our own.
All on Mana was at length ready. There were the usual
good-byes and parting duties: the bank had to be visited, all
bills settled, and letters posted. Last of all a bill of health had
to be obtained from the representative of the country to which
the ship was bound, certifying that she came from a clean port
and that all on board were well.
CAPE VERDE  ISLANDS
The Cape Verde Islands are a collection of volcanic rocks, rising
out of the Atlantic, some 500 miles from the African mainland- There
are nine islands, with a total population (1911) of 142,000. The
group was first discovered by Europeans in 1446, through the agency
of one of the expeditions sent out by Prince Henry the Navigator.
Unlike the Canaries, the Cape Verde Islands when found were un-
inhabited ; but there were monolithic remains and other traces of
earlier visitors, all of which have unfortunately now disappeared*
The Portuguese settlers almost immediately imported negro labour*
and the present population is a mixed race. For a long time the
Leeward Islands, or southern portion cJf the group, attracted t&e
most attention, and one of them, St» Jago by name, is still the
seat of government* St, Vincent, however, which belongs to t&e
Windward or northern section* and was at one time a convict
settlement, is now the more important from a commercial point of
view, as its magnificent harbour* Boric Grande, forms a coaling
•station for steamers bound to South America The British consul
removed there from, St. Jago during the middle of last century. It
is also the centre for the East and West Cable Company.

